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DISSERTATION 
ON THE PRESENT 


BOUNTY LAWS. 


HE following treatiſe on the preſent. 

Bounty Laws, for the encourage- 
ment of agriculture, is ſubmitted to the 
conſideration of parliament. The author 
flatters himſelf the members of that Houſe 
of Commons who have fo lately acquired 
a free trade to their country, will attend 
to a ſubjeR of ſuch vaſt importance as the 
preſervation of agriculture; it being the 
ſureſt foundation of all commerce, and 
wiſhes that the legiſlature and the. public 
would examine into the effects of theſe 
laws, free from prejudice; but judge and 
determine only as the arguments are de- 
duced from ſolid facts. 


The firſt act that was paſſed in 1588, 
gave a bounty at the rate of one halfpenny 
3 per 
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per mile, for every twenty ſtone of wheat, 


rye, meſlin, bere, barley, malt, oats, flour, 
and meal, brought by land-carriage to the 


city of Dublin, at a diſtance beyond the 
firſt ten miles. This firſt act ſeemed to 
have no particular prepoſſeſſion in favour 
of mills, but in 1760, an amendment was 
made to the former act, giving an additi- 


onal premium of a halfpenny per hundred 


weight on flour and malt, for every mile 
brought to Dublin by land- carriage, except 


the firſt ten. It is matter of aſtoniſnment 
how gentlemen of landed property, with- 


in the uſual diſtance of ſupplying the me- 


tropolis, and they whoſe eſtates lay in the 
northern manufacturing counties, could let 


ſio partial a ſcheme paſs into a law; which 
at once tended to deſtroy agriculture where 


already planted, and render food ſtill more 


dear, by turning away to Dublin the ſup- 
ply that might otherwiſe ha ve . to the 
diſtant inhabitant. 


Whatever encouragement this law might 
hold out to the diſtant inland farmer, he 


had very little temptation to turn his land 
from paſturage to tillage; for in 17868, the 


year, the firſt act paſſed, the middle price 
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of wheat rontianed on an average, in Dub- 
lin market, for the whole year at 148. 6d. 
per barrel; which ſhew¾s the citizens of 
Dublin, that the preſent low price of wheat 
and flour, is not owing to the land-carriage 


bounty. In 1750, corn continued almoſt 


as cheap: good Iriſh flour ſold for the ſame 
price of the beft Engliſh, viz, 1 rs. 6d. oy 


hundred weight. 


: The inland bounty that year, came to 
42991: and continued with little variation 
till 1761; when a gentleman built a ſmall 
mill within. thirteen miles of Dublin, and 
applied to parliament for encouragement; 


who gave him the whole ſur it coſt, viz. 


2000], and the following ſefſion gave him 
1508l. more to purchaſt corn to carry it on; 


yet as if to ſhew the little effect of all ſuch 


bounties, it is the only flour mill that for 
ſome years has ſtood ſtill. It was not the 
land- carriage bounty, but the prodigality of 


parliament in this particular inſtance, that 
Het many perſons: of large capitals to the 


building of mills, and in conſequence” ex- 


pected a proportionable reward; but parlia- 


ment being aſhamed' of the late * they 
were + diſappointed; 


The 
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The law for bringing corn and flour to 


Dublin by land-carriage, was then parti- 


cularly examined; when it was diſcovered, 


that it made no diſtinction, whether the 


flour was produced from Iriſh or foreign 


corn. This opened the eyes of many per- 
ſons, to ſee, if there was not an amend- 
ment made to this law; that all the flour 
uſually ſent directly from England to Dub- 
lin, would now be manufactured out of 
| Engliſh or foreign corn, ſent into the re- 
mote ports of the kingdom, there manufac- 


| tured, and ſent up to Dublin at the ex- 
penſe of five or fix pounds a ton, and would 


act as a great additional bounty to the im- 


portation of corn into this kingdom. The 


Engliſh give a bounty of three ſhillings, 
our barrel, on the export; and we gave an 


additional bounty on the import, of as much 


more; to the deſtruction of our agriculture. 


In 1768, a bill was brought into parlia- 


ment by a gentleman who has been the 
guardian of the linen manufacture, to a- 


mend and render more equal, the effects of 
this law, by reſtraining the payment of the 
bounty, to flour produced from corn the 


5 growth of this 8 only, and to reduce 
„ 


; 
"2 


Ce | oa aa tee EATS 
9 ** 0 ä * 


„ 
the bounty to two-pence per hundred 
weight on flour, for every five miles brought 
to the city of Dublin; this would exactly 
pay the carriage from every part of the 
kingdom; which would take away the 
ſtrong objection of the diſtant manufacturer 
being deprived of his ſubſiſtence, without 
he paid higher for his food than it ſold for 
in Dublin; and would, in ſome meaſure, 
have rectified the injuſtice of this law. — 
that an acre of land one hundred miles 
from the metropolis, for its ſupply in corn, 
ſhall be of more value, than if within five 
miles. — This bill was greatly altered, ex- 
tept 1 in = preamble, which recites - 


85 Whereas the ſaid premiums or boun- 
« ties directed by a former act to be paid 
for flour of wheat brought by land-car- | 
„ riage to the city of Dublin, are much 
higher than the coſt and charge of tze 
* cartiage of fuch flour, to the diminution 
* of the public revenue. Therefore the 
bounty on flour and malt ſhall be raiſed to 
three pence per hundred, for every five 
miles, and the bounty on all kinds of corn 
advanced to three times the amount allow- 
Fd e et e Wer thall Rory 
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ſee the effects theſe alterations had on the 
public revenue.—'The partial encourage- | 


ment to bring flour at a great diſtance, 


avas ſtill more increaſed ; the only amend- 
ment was, that flour made out of foreign 


corn ſhould receive no bounty. The de- 
bating this ſubject ſo fully in the Houſe of 


| Commons made it generally known. ; In 


conſequerice, mills were built in remote 


parts of the kingdom; the only conſidera- 
tion was, to get as far diſtant as poſſible . 
from the market they intended to ſupply. : 


What little corn grew in their neighbour- 
hood, was cagerly bought up and manufac- 
tured into flour for the Dublin market; 
and as the people were deprived of even 


the coarſeſt part of this corn, without they 


paid a much higher price than it fold for 


in Dublin, large quantities of corn and 


flour are imported to ſupply the inhabi- 
tants; which will appear fully by the im- 
ports and exports for the laſt ten years, 


taken from the public entries; which ſhews 
that this bounty has had little effect in in- 
creaſing the general agriculture of the 
kingdom, (in proportion to the greatneſs 
of the expenſe) only deſtroy ing it in ſome- 
| places, and encouraging it in ehen. 
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Barley and Malt 71028 Barrels. 


Beans and Peaſe £54 505 
Oats . 
Wheat 1090 
Flour 86776 cwt, 1 21 
Wheat Meal 1854 Barrels. 
Oat Meal 104. cwit. 

5 


IMPORTS for 


Barley and Malt 111 240 Barrels. 


Beans and Peaſe 4714 
Oats | 2040 
Wheat 106898 
Flour 125321 cwt. 3 7 
Wheat Meal 3686 Barrels. 
Oat Meal 14625 ct. 3 
I 
Barley and Malt 44744 Barrels. 
Beans and Peaſe 1673 
Oats Or 
Wheat 24327 
Sar 47754 cwt. 121 
Wheat Meal 2904 Barrels 2 
Oat Meal 13599 cwt. 3 
JF 
Barley and Malt 13940 Barrels. 
Beans and Peaſe „ 
Oats 112 
Wheat r 
Flour 10306 ewt. — 7 
Wheat Meal 782 Barrels. 
Oat Meal 


1495 cht. 


CC 


Barley and Malt $78 Barrels. 
Beans and Peaſe o$g--:-- 

Oats 667 

Wheat 8209 

Fur 23465 c wt. — 7 
Wheat Meal 759 Barrels. 
Oat Meal 


430 cwWt. 


7 


5 44292 13 — 


69525 — 
2356 17 
1274 — 

106897 15 


75193 1 9. 


1772. 


1 


265894 14 6 


28632 13 4 


4356 15 — 
4759 18 3 


— — 


1773. 


8712 10 — 
428 10 — 


9 4 — 


$927 10 == 


91144 2 7 


6183 12 9 


1774. 


14070 — 
1138 10 
150 10 


— 4 
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22782 11 


28359 9 3 
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Brought over 7 


392294 18 4 
INM 
Barley and Malt 1313 Barrels. L. 820 6 — 
Beans and Peaſe 2221 1388 5 — 
Oats 8 3 — — 
Wheat 6470 7009 14 — 
Flour 28902 cwt. 2 7 17341 10 9 
Wheat Meal 1600 Barrels, 2400 — — 
Oat Meal 1171 cwt. 3 410 2 — 
| | e 29372 * 9 
TL ME WK ͤ œ᷑—8¶MN $736, 
Barley and Malt 15715 Barrels. 8643 5 — 
Reans and Teal SE 976 19 — 
_ Oats 48 18 — — 
Wheat 15095 16353 9 — 
Flour 26292 cwt, 3 7 15775 13 9 
Wheat Meal 682 Barrels. 1023 — — 
Oat Meal — — — 
42790 6 9 
I/ o 
Barley and Malt 86203 Barrels. 47411 13 — 
Beans and Peaſe 12612 7882 6 — 
Oats 775 290 16 — 
Wheat 6914 7490 3 4 
PFlour 69838 cwt. 3 | 41903 5 — 
Wheat Meal 36 Barrels, 48 — — 
Oat Meal 1558 cwt. 2 545 9 6 
. „„ — icon 0 
IM O NN 8 for 1778. e 
Barley and Malt : 73726 Barrels, 44235 12 — 
Beans and Peaſe 1822 1366 10 — 
Oats 242 96 16 — 
Wheat 4954 4954 == 
Flour 5239 cwt. 3143 8 — 
Wheat Meal — \ — —— 5 
Oat Meal 11584 cwt. 438633 12 — 3 
TT 
Barley and Malt 62718 Barrels. 37630 16 — 
Beans and Peaſe | 3942 | | | 2.956 10 — 
Oats 2520 | 1408 — — 
Lad 8 arias N . 
ar: 5 968 cwt. 4180 16 — 
Wheat Meal wy Barrels. : 3 3 
Oat Meal 86964 cwt. 34785 12 


102 0 14— 


930969 78 
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N One 
Barley and Malt 5740 Barrels, L. 3593 15 


Beans and Peaſe 174 87 — — 
Oats 32310 10500 Ig — 
Wheat 102 102 — — 
Bread 5597 cwt. 3 3918 8 6 
Flour 16 cwt. 2 9: 
Wheat Meal o— — — _— 
Oat Meal 21292 cwt. 2 7 7452 7 6 | 
—— 25664 8 — 
: EE X PP. es for 1991. . 
Barley and Malt 1104 Barrels. 690 — — 
Beans and Peaſe N 21 — — 
Oats e 8044 | 2815 8 — 
Wheat — — —— 
Bread 8006 cwt. — 7 5604 4 104 
Flour 38 cwt. 3 : * WP Wn 
Wheat Meal —— — —— 
Oat Meal 762 cwt. 266 14 — 
O—————— tien 
E XP OR T s for 1773. 
Barley and Malt 3452 Barrels. 7 Fon 
Beans and Peaſe „ , 
Oats | : | 35198 5 12319 6 — 
Mheat 1694 1094 —— 
Rye 20 | | 15 — — 
Bread + JF wk. 2 21 3202 19 7t 
Flour 262 cwt. 3 — 4837 13 = 
Wheat Meal — 3 
Oat Meal 31152 cWt. 10903 4 — 
55 — — 30538 12 74 
E XPOR T . 
Barley and Malt 16772 Barrels, 10482 10 — 
Beans and Peaſe 966 5 42 —— 
Oats . . : 8969 2 — 
Wheat 4314 os | | rn 
Rye . 61 10 — 
Bread . 8 cwt. 3 4079 8 . 
Flour „%% 92 
Wheat Meal —— 8 e 
"Out ke © 15447 cwt. 2 5406 1 616 
3 — — 33948 1 3 
8 0 R T 8 for 1774. 
Barley and Malt © 36522 Barrels. 22826 5 — 
Beans and Peaſe 1614 100 15. = 
| Oats 93326 32664 2 — 
Wheat e 5 | 1757-3 4 
Rye 5 206 154 10 — 
Bread gogo cwt. — 7 3563 — lot 
Fer 11111 —— — 
5 2 Meal eee wr 7 D 
22 
at Meal 64163 ewt. 3 - 45 7 MD, - 85346 U 5 
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Barley and Malt 38678 Barrels, 


Beans and Peaſe 268 

Oats 58368 

Wheat 7350 

Rye 210 

Bread 4012 cwWit. 

Flour 4 0 cwt. 3 

Wheat Meal — m 
28845 cwt. 


Oat Meal 
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Barley and Malt 26252 Barrels, 


Beans and Peaſe 2086 

Oats 187358 

Wheat 28342 

Rye 88 
Bread 13302 cwt. 2 21 
Flour 12032 cwt, — 7 
Wheat Meal 200 Barrels. 
Oat Meal 39428 wt. 


F 
Barley and Malt 2892 Barrels, 


Beans and Peaſe 5120 

Oats 191644 

Wheat 32414 

Rye — 0 
Bread 29627 c wt. — 7 
Four 24541 cwt, — 21 
Wheat Meal — x 

Oat Meal 17649 cwt. 


| LT NL PP OR T8 
Barley and Malt 28208 Barrels, 


Beans and Peale 3126 

Oats :-- 129740 

Wheat 2.3232 

Rye 16 

Bread 18073 cwt. — 14 
Flour 24475 ewt,,2 21 
Wheat Meal ' goo Barrels, 

Oat Meal 7302 cwt. 
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Barley and Malt 26502 Barrels, 


Beans and Peaſe 706 
_ Oats 45830 
Wheat 7834 

Rye — 

Bread 12737 cwt. 

Flour 26283 cwt. — 7 
Wheat Meal 516 Barrels. 
Oat Meal 1639 cwt. 


for 


for 


12 1 


Brought over 
177 
TT 4 23206 if 
167 1 
21888 — — 
7962 10 
e 
290 8 
2819 17 


OS nd 


10095 15 — „ 
— — nn <emrnen ee gro 


r 1776. 
| 14423 12 — 
3 
70259 5 7 
. 30703 1 
Th TY = 1 
Wag: 90317 7 
7262 4 9 
266 13 4 
ts 10 — 


1717 + * | 
| 1590 12 
3200 — 
71866 10 
35115 3 


18 
14 


. 


18 | > | TT 8 


1778. 


29273; 

24 — 

12651 3 9 

15 e eee e 
. eee 

2920 10 — 


1779. 


Ii 


125081 
for | 
15991 4 

529 10 
188 — 
7834 
8915 
15709 

516 

695 12 


— 


18 
16 


iin 


L. 184918 11 114 


8 — 


e eee 14 44 


—— 68494 — 2. 


49559 4 


— 
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1t appears there is a balance in favour 
of import theſe laſt ten years, to the a- 
mount of 181.1 60l. 3s. 2d. notwithſtand- 
ing there has been paid no leſs a ſum than 
42,5781. 4s. 1d. in land- carriage bounty 
during that period; and if it had not been 
for the war with America, which has been 
the ſalvation of this country, your agricul- 
ture would have been annihilated, notwith- 
ſtanding this enormous bounty for vou 
opened your ports at all times to the re- 
dundancy of her harveſts, and depended on 
her for the ſeed to raiſe the raw material 
for your ſtaple manufacture. As this boun- 
ty has not increaſed agriculture, even to 
ſupply our own conſumption; ſo, inſtead 
of improving the quality of the grain, it 
has debaſed it, eſpecially in the county of 
Kilkenny, where this bounty moſt ope- 
rates. There are in that county, a mul- 
titude of little mills, which are carried on 
by perſons of ſmall capitals, who grind 
for the profit of the bounty alone; and 
as they receive the ſame premium for 
flour of the very worſt quality, (which of- 

5 1 
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ten does not ſell for the amount of the 
bounty) as for the beſt, they make little 
or no diſtinction in the quality of the 
grain; the conſequence is, that as the 
farmer can get as ready a fale for dirty 
blighty corn, as for that which is clean and 
well coloured, he takes little pains in the 
culture. The beſt of our farmers are but 
_ flovenly, but the county of Kilkenny far- 
mer exceeds all deſcription; whereas be- 
fore this bounty took place, they were reck- 
oned the beſt in the kingdom t. There was 
flour ſold in Dublin laſt year, for two ſhil- 
lings and fix-pence per hundred, which is 
the price of bran; and yet a premium was 
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— 4 The debaſement of the agriculture of this Coun- 
| try is owing to another circumſtance, the effect of this 
bounty: Many of the landlords allow their tenants 
20s. per barrel for all wheat for which they produce 
Millers receipts. The conſequence is, that the farmers 
are only anxious to get their lands to produce wheat, 
let the quality be ever ſo bad; which induces them 
10 ſow their lands two or hw years following with 
wheat, whereas no good grain can be produced but 
after fallow or clover, 


paid 


TT. = 
paid to bring this ſtuff to Dublin, of four 
ſhillings and ſix-pence per hundred. 


It ſhall now be made appear, that the 
immenſe ſums taken out of the public re- 
venue, to encourage agriculture through 
this medium, are entirely thrown away; 
and that if this law ſhould be continued, 
inſtead of 7o, oool. bounty, paid laſt year, 
it may increaſe in the courſe of a few years, 
to twice that ſum; and that a bounty on 
the export, which by the experience of near 
a century in England, has been found to be 
the only rational and effectual encourage- 
ment of agriculture, cannot operate here, 
but only add to the diſſipation of the pub- 
lic revenue, till all partial bounties to carry 
corn or flour, either by land or. water, 
from one part of the kingdom to the other, 
are aboliſhed. This aſſertion will be prov- 
ed by obſerving the imports and exports 
of 1779 there was that year corn, 
9 __ flour, 


[ 16. J 

_ &c. imported to the amonnt: of 
02,059]. 148. od. and exported to the amount of 
68,498. Os. _ 


* — 


| 33586 a. : 28, ”—_ balance in favour of 
import; and yet there was paid that year, 
export bounty, 24651. 38. 1d. and in land 
and coaſt bounty, 70370]. 8s, od. which 
was not only entirely thrown away, but in- 
creaſed your import, by draining away the 
corn from the interior parts of the country, 
to be replaced at a great additional expenſe, 
from the ſea ports. It is obvious, therefore, 
that 67864l. 88. 10d. of the public reve- 
nue was employed laſt year, to no other 
purpoſe than deſtroying the roads; and 
ſhe ws that theſe two bounties only counter- 
act each other. In the year 1977, there was 
the greateſt export of corn from this king- 
dom, ever known, amounting to 183,854. 
58. Sd. h. If an increaſed export bounty 


had been given that year, according to the 


different rates that ſhall be mentioned here- 

alter, in the winter, when corn was cheap, 
yon might have exported the above quanti- 
1 "5:4 EY 
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ty; which would have aſſiſted the farmer, 
and encouraged agriculture, The 'utmoſt 


expenſe would have been 18, oool. on your 


export, and your import that year, though 
it amounted to 1035, 5711. 128. 10d. would 
have been attended with no expenſe to the 


public, in whoſe favour there was a ba- 
lance of export, to the amount of -4$,2821. 


128. 7d. whereas, in the manner the bounty 


is now blindly beſtowed, there was a great- 
er premium paid in 1779, though the ba» 


_ was in favour LN import 33.5051. N 


38. 3d. 


The preſent export bounty on flour is 
10d. per hundred; all the flour that is ſent 


from the neighbourhood of Corke to Dublin, 


coſts the public fix ſhillings per hundred. Is 


it not a fact, that when that flour is export- 
ed from Dublin, that the public pay 6s. per 
hundred on its export? and that it will be 
exported from Dublin rather than from 
Corke, is certain, when the bounty over- 


pays the carriage 28. per hundred, hy which 


means the merchant gets that bounty on its 
, 
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export, inſtead of 10d. A merchant i in Corke, 
who has mills of his own, intends ſending 

all his flour by land to Dublin, and then 

bringing it back again by water, and will re- 
ceive another bounty on its being exported ; 
and there is nothing, as the law ſtands, to 
prevent him. The greateſt part of the flour 
that 1s exported from Dublin, ſtands the 
public in a bounty of 3, 4, 5, and 6s. per 
hundred. To what a prodigious ſum muſt 
it come to of a great export year; and inthe 
courſe of four or five years, theſe bounties 
may come to 100,000]. per ann. conſequent- 
ly it will not be poſſible to pay this enor- 
mous bounty, but by a land- tax; for if this 
premium was confined to the ſupply of 

Dublin alone, you might know the extent 

of the expenſe; but now, beſides large 

quantities of flour returned back again to 

Corke and Waterford, Newry, Belfaſt and 

Derry, are ſupplied from Dublin. There is 

no forming an eſtimate, therefore, of what 

expenſe this bounty may be to the nation. 
The report of a committee of the houſe of 

commons, in 1774, aſſerted that the land 

carriage 


139 1 
carriage bounty could never come to more 
than 49,0001. ſuppoſing all the Barley to 
come as malt, and all the wheat as flour; 
yet, in four years aſter, it came to 92,000]. 
for in 1778, you paid 45,487]. for the car- 
riage of 330,173 hundred weight of flour, 
which was equal to the produce of 180,784. 
barrels of wheat ; beſides there was a boun- 
ty paid for 88,403 barrels of wheat ſold in 
the market-houſe of 'Thomas-ſtreet, which 
was together, 69, 187 barrels of wheat more 
than the whole conſumption of Dublin, 
ſuppoſing it to be 200, ooo barrels per ann. 
which the report mentions the conſumption 
to be, one year with the other, for the laſt 
twenty ; which, if brought all in flour, the 
Jand-carriage bounty would not come to 
50,000]. yet there was paid more than 
770,000. | g 


The quantity of wheat and flour export- 


ed that year from the whole kingdom, was | 


but equal to 29,983 barrels. Suppoſing all 
this to have been exported from Dublin, it 
ſtill leaves near the produce of 40,000 bar- 
rels 
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426} to be returned to the ſouth, or ſent to 


the north, or for perjury, by making falſe | 
affidavits to increaſe the quantify. 


The public ſuffers a fill greater jury 


by the export of flour from Dublin, than by 


the diſſipation of the revenue; moſt of the 
flour ſent to Dublin is made out of corn 
only half dried, as it is for immediate uſe; 

when this comes to be exported, the mer- 
chants will find ſuch ill- manufactured flour 
will not bear a voyage to a warm climate, 
and conſequently bring a diſcredit on our 


infant manufacture; whereas, if all the 
flour was exported immediately from the 
port contiguous to the neighbouring mills, 
they, for their own credit and future bene- 


fit, would be careful in the manufacture to 


make the whole cargo of one regular qua- 


lity; now the merchant in Dublin, buys up 


His quantity of many different forts, as he 


is tempted by lowneſs of price, to the pur- 
chaſe of ordinary, ftale, ill-manufaQured 
ſtuff. Another advantage of exporting 


immediately from the neareſt ports to the 


mills, 


e | 
caftls, would be, as it is the fineſt flour that 
bears a voyage beſt, and is in greateſt de- 
mand abroad, the coarſer and more ordina- 
ry kind would be left for the lower claſs of 
people, and for biſcuit, which is a manufac- 
ture that may be extended to a great ad- 
vantage to this kingdom; a conſiderable 
quantity is ſent from Waterford, for the 


| fiſhery at Newfoundland. They at preſent 


are obliged to bring moſt of the flour, uſed 
in this manufacture, from Dublin. 


If the land-carriage bounty is aboliſhed, 
it will not injure the mills carried on by per- 
ſons of capital; for as the law points out 
only one market for them all, the con ſe- 
quence is, that market is glutted, as it is 
at preſent, and was laſt year. The only 
perſot that can carry on the buſineſs is, he 

who works for the profit of the bounty 
alone, which will never pay for a large ca- 
pital. Who is the perſon that has made any 
thing conſiderable in the buſineſs ſince the 
commencement of this bounty? Many per- 


ſons have ſold eſtates to build and ſupport 
D mils, 


oor I RD 


a * a 
— 3 —— 9992 7 .: 
* 5 os 4 — 
N ” v'E - = th e 7 . 
g 4 " 2 — 2 wk C91 
, = — . SY * e | 
> 2 x 
_ } 4 - = 8 - 


E 


mills, but no miller has yet been known to 


to have been a purchaſer. The bounty has 
8 b. en an ignts fatur's tempting many per- 


ſons totally unacquainted with buſineſs, to 


engage large fortunes in erecting of mills, 
to the great diſtreſs of themſelves and fami- 


lies. 


. 


Moſt of the mills worth conſideration, are 


- ſituated on, or near navigable rivers; and 
if, inſtead of the preſent local bounty, a 
large one (as I ſhall point out hereafter) | 


was given on the export, and the corn not 


| turucd out of! its natural channel. as. at pre- 
ſent, all thoſe mills (or to call them by the 
name they deſerve, public granaries) ſituated 


ſo as both to ſupply a home market, export 


a redundant harveſt, and get a ſupply from 


abroad in caſe of a ſcanty one, muſt flouriſn 


independent of this bounty. If in the courſe. 
of two years after this bounty is withdrawn, 
any inland mill can prove that their profits 
have bern reduced, if the publie was to pay 


the coſt of thoſe mills, they would make a 


a cheap purchaſe, 


5 This 


4 
This bounty ſeems moſt calculated for the 
benefit of carmen; yet by the miſerable ap- 
pearance of themſelves and horſes, onc 
would not ſuppoſe much of the profit reſted 
with them; therefore they would ſuffer no 
injury to oblige them to take to another way 
of life; they cannot go into one more labo- 
rious; the land will be applied to the fecd- 
ing more uſeful cattle than horſes, and the 
public will not be at the preſent great ex- 
penſe of repairing the roads, torn up by a 
multitude of narrow-wheeled creaking cars. 


At the time of paſſing this act, there cer- 
tainly required ſomething to be done to en- 
courage agrieulture; for from the time 
England opened her ports to receive our 
proviſions, it gave great encouragement to 
turn our lands from tillage to paſture; con- 
ſequently, from 1740 to 1958, your agri- 
culture of courſe decreaſed; and to throw 
more weight into the Wein ſcale, the 
houſe of commons came to a reſolution, that 
lands turned to the feeding of cattle ſhould 
| Pr no d e. That alone was giving paf- 
D 2 5 ture 
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J ture the advantage of tillage, by full 20l. 
per cent, This ſhews the neceſſity of an 
|| export bounty to countera this reſolution. 


If, infead of this bounty, how ſimple 

and cheap, yet how powerful the means to 
encourage agriculture, and how blind not 

| to follow the example of Great-Britain. She 
4 alloves no foreign corn or flour to come in 
1 on her farmers, till the price riſes to 308. 
our barrel. That alone is a greater eneou- 
1 ragement ta agriculture, than if ſhe gave 
l BM twice the preſent bounty on the export, 
1 which is 35. on our barrel. 
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Though London is eicht times 4s large as 
Dublin, yet. it never entered into the 
thoughts of any perſon: in England to pro- 
poſe ſuch. a bounty as ours, to fupply it. 
Lou may ſee: the, average pries of corn all 


cover England, publiſhed in the London 
gazette, which ſhews that corn is as cheap 


in London as in moſt other parts, and in 
conſequence has a conſiderable export, and 
receives the ſame —_— 'as from exery 


other 
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other port. If, at the time of paſſing this 
all countries till the middle price roſe ta 
2368. our harrel, Dublin would have been 
equally as well ſupplied, without any ex- 
penſe to the nation; far giving a good ma- 
ket is greater encouragement than giving any 
local bounty, that tends to deſtroy that mar- 
| ket; the enforcing the payment of the ad- 


port of Engliſh and foreign flaur, was of 
more ſervice to the eſtabliſhing your milla, 
than the land- carriage bounty. 


- Thawed . = 
ty was, the connteratting and defeating 
your inland navigations; which, at the 
time of paſſing the act, were going on all 
over the . eee ee 


88 been l 


by which means the fineſt part of Ireland, 
for a ſupply of corn, would have been apen- 
ed to Dublin by thoſe three nedle rivers, 
Y os and Sure. Whenever the 
land- 


ditional fix-pence per hundred, on the in- 
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land- carriage bounty is aboliſhed, ithe oorn 


of the county of Kildare will be brought to 
Dublin by that canal, as there i is no doubt 


it will ſoon be compleated as far as Naas, 
by the preſent able engineer; when the toll 


on corn and flour alone, will give the un- 
dertakers an immediate profit, and encou- 


22 them to proceed 1 in fo noble a work. 


10 will bo the een of frococding 
times, that this nation, at the very ſame pe- 


riod that ſhe expended 500,000]. in at- 
tempting to make navigable rivers and ca- 
nals, there was a bounty to carry corn and 
flour, ſuch. bulky commodities by land, a- 
long the banks of thoſe rivers and canals, 


to the | GE of near Sue 


1 ſhall now take the tidarty: of giving my 
ideas on the means moſt conducive to eſta- 
bliſh and ſecure your agriculture, and to re- 
vive again, the ſpirit to undertake inland 
navigation, on the compleating of which 
your manufactures and commerce depends. 
The preſent land-carriage bounty in no 

ſhape 


' } 


ſhape b to thoſe great exile; being 
founded in a total ignorance of every prin- 
ciple of commerce, and repugnant to the 
particular ſituation of the country, being 
an iſland. There can be no doubt of the 
neceſſity of repealing the preſent law, and 
paſſing the following perpetual corn act. 
Jo ſhut our ports againſt the importation 
of all corn and flour, till the average price 
of wheat roſe in the different ports to 25s. 
our barrel, Rye 208. Barley 128. and Oats 
108. by no means to except the corn and 
flour of England. She will not let our 
wheat be imported till the price riſes to 
308. our barrel. This will ſecure you plen- 
ty; then to prevent the fatal effects of too 
great an abundance, (for to ſecure always 
a ſufficiency, you muſt in general grow 
more than you can conſume) to give a 
bounty on the export as follows, viz, 
28. 6d. on wheat, „per barrel of twenty ſtone, 
while the average Price is under 2.38, per 
barrel; 28. per hundred on flour, and 28. 6d, 
per hundred on biſcuit, when wheat con- 
tinues under the above limits; 18. 6d. on rye, 


beans 
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vile the price is under 126. per barrel; and 


ieder than wheat; the package of whidk 


2 ES}. 
beats and peaſe, whilc the price is under 
2cs. per barrel; 18. gd. on barley and 


rs. per hundred on oatmeal, and 18. per bar- 
rel on oats, vchibethe prioe is unſler $8. {this 
bounty is about 12]. percent. vn the different 
dene af with a liberty to export with- 

out a bounty, at all times above thoſe limits. 
Flout muſt be always exported in caſks, 
which ooſts as much as the bounty, viz. 28. 
per hundred. They ſhould always have 


the name and abode of the miller branded 


on 'them, before the n 1 be re- 
exived. 5 4 
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The freight. m Senger, is — 


takes up no room, and ſellis for what it coſts. 


If you wiſh to retain or extend your pre- 


ſent export of flour and bi ſouit, to the Weſt 
Indies, it muſt be by a large bounty, or A- 


merica, when dats ages will n 
underſell you. os 


* 


[ 29 


I will here draw the compariſon between 


| theſe limitations and thoſe of England. Sho 


ſhuts her ports againſt importation, till the 


price riſes to 30s. our barrel, on wheat, and 


ſo in proportion on other grain ; and gives 
2 bounty of 38. our barrel, on the export, 

till the price is 26s. 6d. our barrel; 1s. 6d. 
on barley and malt, till the Price 18 13s. 


and 1s. 3d.,on oats and oatmeal, till the. 


price is 88. 6d. per barrel. 


The lands in England are fallen notwith- 


ſtanding the great encouragement given 


to agriculture, and high as the bounties 


are on export, her farmers cry out at the 


| low price of corn, though the average price 
of wheat at preſent, is 28. 6d, per barrel, 


higher than in this kingdom. The Eng- 


liſh parliament, in order to give all ima- 


ginable efficacy to the bounty on exporta- 


tion, have this ſeſſions paſſed an act to al- 
low the bounty on corn exported in fo- 
reign veſſels; diſpenſing with the act of 


navigation held ſacred ſince the reign of 
Charles the ſecond. How 1 is it poſſible our 
E miſerable 
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miſcrable farmers, without neceſſary of- 
fices or capital, can pay the preſent rents 


by tillage, without the legiſſature enable 


them to do it by the methods pointed out, 
viz. preventing import, and giving a large 
bounty on the export. 


Great as this encouragement would give 
to agriculture, there is a much greater if 
it could be accompliſhed; and it eaſily 


might, if it was ſet about with a determin- 


ation to find out the moſt proper and e- 
quitable means of doing it, —giving the 


clergy a certain income, out of land, in 
their different pariſhes, inſtead of tythe ; „ 
for how is it poſſible your lands can be 
cultivated to their utmoſt improvement, 


when the law ſays now to the occupier, 


if you are induſtrious, and improve your 
land, you ſhall not only pay a tenth of the 


produce, but of your labour; but if you 


are idle, and let your land remain in a ſtate 
bf nature, you ſhall pay nothing. 


ER ; 

The writer will be happy if what has 
been mentioned on theſe important ſub- 
jets, may claim the attention of thoſe 
gentlemen, whoſe influence and ſituation 
in this country puts it in their power to 
compleat, what he can only wiſh— the 
proſperity of Ireland. 
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